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â€œThere is no writer in the evangelical world that I admire and appreciate more.â€• Billy Graham

Philip Yancey helps reveal what two thousand years of history covered up What happens when a

respected Christian journalist decides to put his preconceptions aside and take a long look at the

Jesus described in the Gospels? How does the Jesus of the New Testament compare to the

â€œnew, rediscoveredâ€• Jesusâ€”or even the Jesus we think we know so well? Philip Yancey offers

a new and different perspective on the life of Christ and his workâ€”his teachings, his miracles, his

death and resurrectionâ€”and ultimately, who he was and why he came. From the manger in

Bethlehem to the cross in Jerusalem, Yancey presents a complex character who generates

questions as well as answers; a disturbing and exhilarating Jesus who wants to radically transform

your life and stretch your faith. The Jesus I Never Knew uncovers a Jesus who is brilliant, creative,

challenging, fearless, compassionate, unpredictable, and ultimately satisfying. â€œNo one who

meets Jesus ever stays the same,â€• says Yancey. â€œJesus has rocked my own preconceptions

and has made me ask hard questions about why those of us who bear his name donâ€™t do a

better job of following him.â€•
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The renowned Christian book author, Philip Yancey, deserves "five gold stars" for his

thought-provoking book, The Jesus I Never Knew. Yancey's training and experience as a journalist

is evident in his exploration and historical detailed life analysis of the human being we call "Jesus."



His book tells the story of this great Man who changed history, but that's not why he wrote it. As

explained in Part One, "Who He Was," Jesus was the dividing point in Yancey's life. Although Jesus

lived over 2,000 years ago, Yancey and Jesus have a very personal relationship. He states:

"Nothing, not even the murder of God's own Son-can end the relationship between God and human

beings." Yancey reminds us "too easily we forget what it cost Jesus to win for us all-ordinary people,

not just priests-immediate access to God's presence. How important is that? Yancey states,

"According to Jesus, what I think about Him and how I respond will determine my destiny for all

eternity." I'd say it's the most important decision you could ever make.As I read his book, I began to

wonder, should this be a Wiley Publishing, Jesus For Dummies book? The Jesus we learned about

while growing up, the typical Sunday school stereotype is a humble, soft-spoken, longhaired,

modest Man. This is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords of all creation? This is the man that battled

Satan? This is the man that hung on the cross by nails pounded into his flesh? Through extensive

use of biblical references, Yancey explains how our preconceived ideas about Jesus' personality

and looks may be misconceptions. Yancey also explains that Jesus purposefully walked through life

and was comfortable meeting folks from every walk of life. Would you be comfortable associating

with prostitutes, leprosy victims, and thieves? Jesus was, and still is.
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